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PSI Pharmacist Panel
Terms of Reference


Background
In November 2023, the PSI issued an expression of interest to form a panel of pharmacists to collaborate with the PSI and to provide the perspective of practising pharmacists to inform our work in a variety of ways, such as by taking part in interactive workshops. There was an initial focus on the implementation of recommendations from the Expert Taskforce to Support the Expansion of the Role of Pharmacy in Ireland. A panel of just over 100 pharmacists was formed from this initial expression of interest.  
In line with this Terms of Reference, a review of the panel was undertaken in December 2025/January 2026. An updated Pharmacist Panel was confirmed in February 2026, made up of continuing and new members. There are 101 Pharmacist Panel members.
Purpose and Objectives
The PSI regularly engages with registered pharmacists as part of our regulatory work, including through surveys, public consultations, roadshows and focus groups. The purpose of the PSI Pharmacist Panel is advisory. It provides a forum to hear from a range of practising pharmacists from a variety of roles and backgrounds across the health and social care system in order to inform our work. 
This engagement on the work of the PSI may include input on policy developments relating to the expanded role of pharmacists, giving input on the PSI’s strategic projects, including guidance development and supporting the safe implementation of new or adapted pharmacy services in Ireland. 
This direct engagement with pharmacists, aims to ensure the PSI is informed about matters of importance to pharmacists, and the impact of our work.  
Membership 
The Panel consists of pharmacists registered with the PSI who responded to an expression of interest application. 
The PSI is committed to having a diverse cross-section of pharmacists on the Pharmacist Panel who are representative of the profession, come from a variety of roles and backgrounds, and who have varying years of post-registration experience. Within the group there are community pharmacists, hospital pharmacists, pharmacists in academia, pharmacists from the pharmaceutical industry and those who work or practice in other settings.  
Membership of the Panel will be reviewed every two years.  Existing members will have the option to renew their membership.  Members may also opt out of the Panel at any point. 
Group Participation
Members of the panel may be invited to engage with the PSI in a variety of ways, such as by taking part in interactive workshops, attending online focus groups or responding to surveys/emails. Panel members are encouraged to actively participate in the various engagement activities, and the PSI will facilitate this as best as possible with small group discussions and by welcoming input and feedback.  Attendance or participation is optional and if a panel member cannot make an event this will not affect their membership. 
In some instances, the PSI may use a specific selection process to target engagement with a cohort of the Panel depending on the subject matter.  
Co-ordination and Communication
The PSI’s Pharmacy Practice, Policy and Engagement team lead the co-ordination, and are the point of contact, with the PSI Pharmacist Panel. Panel members can contact the team by emailing communications@psi.ie.
Administration
· Email is the primary method of communication with the Panel.  An email will be sent to all members when their participation is requested, informing members about the type of engagement, nature of the request/topic and likely time commitment. 
· The PSI expects there will be approximately four meetings or activities of the Pharmacist Panel per year, although ad hoc activities may be organised as needed.
· It is anticipated that the majority of activities will take place online, although in-person meetings may be scheduled for particular purposes. The PSI appreciates pharmacists on the panel giving up their time to attend and will ensure meetings will be no longer than required and will end strictly on time.  
· Participation in the Pharmacist Panel is voluntary.
· Where activities are held in person, the PSI commits to reimbursement of travel and subsistence expenses (where applicable) in line with the PSI Travel and Subsistence policy and government policy.
· The PSI may keep records of meetings to ensure vital feedback is not missed. The PSI will ensure compliance with relevant data protection legislation and will store and maintain records of meetings appropriately.
· These Terms of Reference will be reviewed as needed or at two-year intervals.
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